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Gipsy Moth restored and belonging to Nick Challinor. 
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News from the Editor  
In this issue I have continued with the research articles on RAAF airfields in SE Queensland Northern 

NSW. I hope that I have coupled this with news about contemporary QVAG events. 

The feedback from readers is most welcome and usually comes with leads that enable news and 

photos to be gathered. Please keep it up, I enjoy reading your emails.  

I realise that not all parts of this journal are of equal interest to members, however I hope enough of 

you enjoy reading them to the extent that it justifies the time that I put in digging round to round up 

the content 

Regards 

Ross Stenhouse QVAG-AFM President and Editor 

Email: Rossjanstenhouse@hotmail.com 

Membership Matters  
 

Presidents Report Presented to the 2015 AGM  
First and most important I need to thank the outgoing committee for all their work and enthusiasm. 

Phil Ridley is a pillar of the group and did an excellent job as Treasurer, 

Liz Finley our secretary lives at Goondiwindi and made the big drive (four hours each way) to attend 

committee meetings. The past two meetings we held a telephone conference in place of face to face 

and they were a success.  

Jan Stenhouse has been doing so much work in keeping with the membership, there is a lot more 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ 

Steve Newing our VP, Steve has been a fountain of new ideas, one of which has been to offer 

reciprocal affiliate membership a number of the local aviation historical groups. This offer was taken 

up by the Caboolture Warplane Museum and the Queensland Air Museum.  

Peter Biddle has been out delegate on the WBMA Airfield Council. I would like to thank Peter for his 

efforts. 

I believe this year has been very successful for the group. Our membership numbers have had a 

slight increase and we retained almost all of the existing members from the previous year. This year 

!Da ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴƛƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ !DaΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !Da was delayed because I had to 

have a major operation for bowel cancer and our Treasurer Phil Ridley had a heart operation. Bout 

occurred abound October last year normally the time when we hold our AGM. 

I thought I would do a recount of the significant events that we have been involved with this year. 

mailto:Rossjanstenhouse@hotmail.com
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From the 11th to the 15th May, QVAG-!Ca ƘƻǎǘŜŘ άέwŜŘ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

flying event involving primarily Nanchang and Yak aeroplanes. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άDǊŀǎǎ wƻƻǘǎ Cly-ƛƴǎέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŧƭȅ-ins at 

various airfields at which one or more of operate their aeroplanes. The first of the fly-ins was held on 

February 28th at Kilcoy and a second in July at Gatton Airpark and the third at Kingaroy on 17th 

September. We have a fourth grass roots fly-in to be held on Sunday 20th November at 

Murwillumbah.  

The geographical spread of the fly-ins reflects the fact that we are an organisation with a wide 

geographical reach. We are not just a Watts Bridge or Caboolture centric group. 

At the last AGM it was highlighted that we needed to have AVAN published regularly. That has been 

achieved with eight editions published and distributed via email and a ninth edition almost ready to 

go out this year and the first edition for next year in the early stages of being written. We have 

received positive feedback on the editions we have published. 

The Brisbane Valley Air Show was a mixed success for WBMA, however for QVAG it was a huge 

success and the group made about $4,000 which was a very welcome addition to our treasurer. I 

would like to give my most warm thanks to Doug, Lorraine, Trina, Jan and Liz for working so hard for 

QVAG over those two days. 

[ŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ..vΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ tƘƛƭ wƛŘƭŜȅ 

idea and they are an attempt to increase the interaction between members based at Watts Bridge. I 

think this will be one of the small but highly successful activities that QVAG undertakes. 

Lastly I would like to thank all the members; we are only a small group however our future looks 

ōǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻȄȅΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ L ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀǘǘǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ !DaΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜƭƭ attended (I think people are scared they might get nominated and elected to a position). 

I believe that the overwhelming return of proxies shows the high level of satisfaction with the 

services the group is providing. This is a very positive response and I thank those members who have 

confidence in me and appointed me as their proxy. 

Finally thanks to the members who were able to attend the meeting; your support to QVAG-AFM is 

appreciated. 
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What Tire for a Tiger Moth  
Author:  Ross Stenhouse 

Could you get to like the tire in the photo below? I know that we like balloon tires and I share that 

however prior to fitting balloon tyres to my Tiger about 15 years ago I had treaded tires and thought 

nothing bad about it. 

The tire at left is available from Desser in the USA and costs 

US$395.  They used to stock a balloon tire part number 

DD14020. 

DD14020 is the same product code as the Moth Club in the UK 

has at 375 Uk pounds each and the corresponding tubes ate 75 

UK pounds each. 

The International Auster Club web site has Desser as a supplier 

of tires for Austers.  

See the following Desser URL for details: 

https://www.desser.com/Aircraft-Tires-and-Tubes/700-7-5-6-PLY.asp  

--oOoτ 

Feedback on Bellman Hangar Article  

Hi Ross,  

I got sent a copy of your magazine and we hope to get o Murwillumbah for the 19
th
.  Iôm part 

of The Great Eastern Fly-In and was very interested to read your article about the Bellman 

Hangars, as ours has been restored and it is now the Aviation Museum, looking good.  I travel 

all over Australia for work by small aircraft and see these wonderful hangars everywhere; I 

work as a tour guide and always tell my clients the history of these buildings. 

Iôd also like to invite all your members to this yearôs Great Eastern which is on the 7 -8 

January.  We do have a number of vintage aircraft which attend but would always love 

anyone to join us.  

The magazine is really good and I enjoyed it a lot. 

Cheers 

Gai Taylor J 
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More Proctor News  
Following this journals last edition (Vol. 16/08) we have had some feedback and can give a catch-up 

on the restoration VH-UXS (DUL) from Brian Turner of Latrobe Valley Airframes and Welding PL. 

My son Damien and I have been working on VH-UXS (DUL) for about 3 years now. I don't need to 

tell you what a massive job it is! We have now completed all the woodwork except for the fuselage 

belly skin and some CS ply. Not a single glue joint was considered airworthy and has had to be re 

glued. What did surprise us was the condition of the spruce; we have been able to salvage around 

85% of the original structure. The main spars, once the ply webs were removed were in remarkable 

condition. Of course as you would know, none of the ply has been usable. 

The starboard wing is now in the fabric shop with the port soon to follow. Next year we hope to be 

fitting out all the systems etc. We had Linton at Moorabbin make up all the new cables and everything 

fitted and operated perfectly when we did a trial rigging.. 

Paul will be here in the next few days and no doubt will help out as usual. He loves getting his hands 

dirty on the project and is a great help doing all those little fiddly jobs which allows us to get on with 

the structure. 

I have seen photos of your project and it is looking great! 

If there is anything we can help you out with just let us know as we have collected a lot of knowledge 

and info on Proctors over the course of the restoration. 

Hopefully in the next 2 years she will take to the air again 

 

Well that is great feedback and the offer to Ross of help with his Proctor restoration is great and is 

an example of the comradeship that exists amongst old aeroplane restorers. 
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Westland Wi dgeon III VH-UHU under  Rebuild  
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Not only ƛǎ .Ǌƛŀƴ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀǘǊƻōŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ !ƛǊŦǊŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭŘƛƴƎ t[ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ tŀǳƭ DƭƛŘŘƻƴΩǎ 

Percival Proctor they are restoring Westland Widgeon III VH-UHU as well. In 1928 the Widgeon was 

imported from the UK as G-AUHU1 . The Widgeon is being restored for James Courtney, Melbourne 

                                                           
1
 http://www.edcoatescollection.com/ac1/austu/vhuhu.html 
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RAAF at Cecil Plains 
Author: Ross Stenhouse 

Another wartime airfield located in S.E. Queensland. I enjoyed researching it and I hope you enjoy 

reading the results of my work. 

 






























