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Jduhm Nranqmdôr b`m`qxfinally leaves the nest! 

 



 

Kevin Osborneôs CX4 
In the February edition of the Brisbane Valley Flyer we met member Kevin Osborne, retired 
electrical technician originally from Ireland, who had almost completed the construction of a 
canary yellow Thatcher CX4. The Thatcher CX4 is definitely one of the most exciting single-
seat designs to hit the market in recent years and this was Kevinôs second aircraft build. He 
had chosen this particular design because it had a similar configuration to his first build, a 
Corby Starlet, but with longer dimensions, particular in regard to the yaw moment, which he 
felt would make it a very controllable, stable aircraft, both on the ground and in flight.  

 
Kevinôs little bird has now left the 
nest and a very sweet flyer it is 
too. Lynfield CFI and BVSAC 
member, Kevin Walters had the 
privilege of the first flight on 
Tuesday, 8th May, and test pilot 
Kevôs report was overflowing with 
praise for the little plane. These 
photos were taken at the Watts 
Bridge Memorial Airfield ñAll-in, 
Fly-inò on 19

th
 May. The 

diminutive aircraft is powered by 
a 1915cc, 65hp VW motor and 
cruises at over 100kts. The 1000 
hours TBO engine is fully 
modified for aviation use with 
dual ignition (magneto and CDI), 
and sits in front of a 50 litre fuel 
tank which, at 15 litres per hour, 
should give the plane over two 
and a half hours endurance with 

normal reserves. The motor drives an efficient, 
lightweight and fatigue stress free, 56ò x 42ò Richard 
Sweetapple laminated mountain ash propeller. 
 
Fitted inside the CX-4ôs streamlined wheel fairings 
are toe operated hydraulic disc brakes. Both the 
main and tail undercarriage assemblies are 
impressively substantial without appearing out of 
proportion to the airframe. The wings have full span 
ailerons and there are no flaps (the aircraftôs stalling 
speed being just under 40 knots). There are two 
separate luggage lockers behind the pilotôs seat, an 
upper one for smaller items and a very capacious 
lower one in which a complete camping set would fit.  

 
As can be seen from the above photo, 
Kevin has done such a good job with this 
Thatcher CX4 that it can fly at 180kts 
without the motor even running! And it 
should also be pointed out that those 
pesky Brisbane Valley mud wasps have 
absolutely no chance at getting past that 
perfectly fitted pitot cover. Well done, 
Kevin Osborne for putting together a truly 
beautiful little aeroplane! 
 
 



 

Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield  All -In Fly-In ï our  third event and the most successful ever!  
Was it the excellent weather? Was it the unbeatable hospitality? Was it the fact that CASA werenôt doing ramp checks 
(see page 13)? Whatever it was, the 2012 WBMA All-In Fly-In was the best ever with about 135 aircraft (thatôs 135 pilots 
and at least 100 passengers) turning up at Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield on 19th May. Many thanks to all club members 
who assisted on the day as marchallers, caterers, gofers, etc. A great job was done by all and very much appreciated. 

 

 

 
 



 

Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield All -In, Fly -In (continued)  

 

 

 



 

 
Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield All -In, Fly -In (continued)  

 

 

 
 
 



 

±ŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ !ǾŜǊƛƭƭΩǎ ½ƻŘƛŀŎ 
Even though BVSAC 
member, Vern Grayson will 
turn 70 years of age in 
December this year, he is 
still employed as a 
specialist welder, an 
occupation he has had for 
over 55 years. Just over 
four years ago, he started 
building a plane. To own 
and fly his own aircraft was 
not just a dream of his, but 
also of his wife, Averill.  

They were an adventurous couple, 
having already spent ten years cruising 
the eastern coast of Australia in their 
36 foot trimaran. They sailed as far 
north as Papua New Guinea and as far 
east as New Zealand. An aircraft was 
a natural follow on to the boat, one that 
would enable them to see the broad 
inland expanses of their country, not 
just the coastline.  In fact, their 
closeness as a couple started long 
before their sailing adventures. From 
an early age, Vern raced motorcycles, 
winning state and national titles. He 
was injured many times and it was 
always Averill who nursed him back to 
health. For 35 years Averill was an 
official with Motorcycle Queensland 
supporting Vern. 

 
So, with the enthusiastic support of his wife, Vern started construction of a Zenair Zodiac 601 XL on the 12

th
 March 2009. 

In all, the project was to take him 3000 painstakingly long hours. But it was a labour of love and there were a lot of 
dreams for both of them tied up in that project. Unfortunately, though, his beloved companion of more than 51 years 
became seriously ill with cancer last year and passed away in October, leaving Vern completely devastated and not quite 
sure what to do next. One thing he did know he had to do, though, because it had been Averillôs dream as well as his, 
was to finish the plane. And finish it he now has. Just a few weeks ago, out of Coominya airfield in the Brisbane Valley, 
Vern and Averillôs blue and silver Zodiac, registered 19-7823, flew for the first time. 
 
The tidy little aircraft is powered by a 
100hp Rotax 912 ULS motor driving a 
Prince P tip (maple core with carbon fibre 
overlay) propeller. It cruises at an easy 
100kts and has two 45 litre fuel tanks. 
Vern had to make a major modification to 
the airframe during construction, which 
necessitated de-skinning the wings and 
strengthening the main spar. This 
modification had become necessary due 
to several fatal accidents involving spar 
failure with this particular aircraft type. In 
all, the modification added 16 kilograms 
to the empty weight and took Vern an 
extra 200 hours of work. He also 
upgraded the airframe in other ways to 
XLB model standard.  Finally, he 
changed the original 601 canopy to the 
larger and stronger 650XL model. The 
aeroplane has a MTOW of 600kg. 



 

±ŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ !ǾŜǊƛƭƭΩǎ ½ƻŘƛŀŎ όŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘύ 

Vern said that, to be honest, he found 
Zenair less than helpful as a kit and parts 
supplier (with the exception of one 
employee by the name of Shirley 
Swearingen, who was of tremendous 
assistance to him). He says, though, that 
the new agent for Zenair Australia, Alan 
Barton, has really started to turn things 
around, and is now supporting clients well. 
Vern also has fond memories of the late 
Gary Sweetnam, with whom he originally 
dealt at Sport Air Services and who was 
tragically killed along with his passenger 
when their Zenair Zodiac collided with a 
large bird at the Gold Coast in March 2008. 
 
I caught up with Vern at the WBMA ñAll-in 
Fly-inò day at Watts Bridge on the 19

th
 May 

where I took the photos that accompany 
this story. One thing I noted as Vern related 
his story was that he talked about his companion Averill in the present tense. He 
told me that her ashes were carefully stored in the cockpit of the plane. They will 
be with him wherever he flies. At a very basic level, it is their plane and they will 
always travel together. Some relationships are like that. 
 
 
Bob and Robyn Dennis finish t he paint work on their RV 9a 
In fact, the plane looked so good on the day of the WBMA ñAll-in Fly-inò that they were (almost?) made an offer! And that 
was with the main undercarriage legs still awaiting their fairings! Notice all the polished metal down the back end. That is 
to keep as much of the weight as possible up front. Remember that most RVs donôt get into the RAAus registration book 
because they are just too heavy. Much thought has gone into keeping this one within MTOW limits. Bob explained to me 
how he had even redesigned the elevator extensions to provide longer (therefore lighter) counterbalancing leverage.  

 
 
Cancer Council Sunglasses ï highly recommended  
If you look after your customers, your profits look after themselves. This saying certainly holds true for the Cancer Council 
of Queensland. I have always liked their sunglasses. They are optically excellent and virtually indestructible. However, at 
Xmas time I bought my wife a pair, the frames of which broke soon after. The chemist wouldnôt take them back because I 
hadnôt kept proof of purchase. Eventually, I went to the Cancer Council Smart Shop in Gregory Terrace, where I was 
given a new pair. As pilots, we buy a lot of sunglasses. The Cancer Council is a very worthy charity, but they are also a 
highly commendable business. I strongly recommend their sunglasses, particularly the polarised ones. 



 

Kennyôs Day Job 
We all know that BVSAC member Ken Edwards spends his free time constructing Australiaôs most award-winning aircraft. 
At Easter, his RANS S7 Courier won the Concours dôElegance at Temora for the second consecutive year and this 
magnificent plane is actually Kennyôs fifth aircraft build. However, I wanted to know what Kenny does with the rest of his 
time; that part of his life where he earns the money to indulge his aircraft building hobby. So I asked him for all the details. 

 

How does Ken earn his 
living? Well, he flies 
helicopters. Not just any old 
helicopters either. He flies 
large tandem rotor aircraft. 
Kenny is part of a select 
group of pilots, engineers 
and ground crew/load 
managers that form the PNG 
arm of Columbia 
Helicopters, world leaders in 
heavy helicopter equipment 
haulage. Other bases 
include Afghanistan, South 
America and the mainland 
USA. Operating three 
Boeing BV 234UT Chinooks 
and a smaller Boeing BV107 
Vertol in PNG, Columbia 
helicopters specialise in 
everything from support of 
remote seismic bush camps, 
construction and tower work, 
heavy equipment rolling 
stock transportation to the 
mobilisation and support of 
entire oil exploration drilling 
programmes and camps. 

Prior to arriving in PNG, the fleet of in-
country aircraft undergo extensive 
modification at their base in Portland, 
Oregon, USA. Such things as cargo ramp 
removal and internal furnishings for weight 
savings, two internal 500 US gallon fuel cells 
for better lifting efficiency, bubble windows 
for vertical reference work and carbon fibre 
main rotor drive shaft for increased gross 
weight availability of up to 51,000 lbs, to 
name a few of the changes made for 
operating these aircraft in PNG. 
 

On a busy day, during a rig move, the Chinooks are capable of moving up to 400,000 lbs /180 tonnes of equipment to site 
(depending on site elevation, temperature and distance), and anywhere up to about 23,000 lbs/10 tonnes per lift (also 
depending on site elevation, temperature and distance). All loads are suspended externally beneath the helicopter on a 
synthetic 260 foot line (known as a long line), which allows precise placement of loads into confined areas and working rig 
sites, negating the need for road access in the mountainous and unforgiving terrain of PNG. 


